
SPHeRE WAS PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS 
THE HRB PHD SCHOLARS PROGRAMME IN HEALTH SERVICES RESEARCH

The SPHeRE PhD Programme in Population Health and Health Services Research (PHHSR) aspires to cultivate 
world class researchers through a four-year structured PhD programme which can be undertaken on a full-
time or part-time basis. There are six funded scholarships (fees + 18k stipend) available to full-time scholars. 
Scholars will benefit from relevant taught modules tailored to equip them with the research skills and knowledge 
required for a successful research career. This programme brings together the complementary experiences 
and skills of highly successful researchers and experts from the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, Trinity 
College Dublin and University College Cork. 

Programme Details
•	 Provides PhD level teaching & opportunities for peer learning
•	 Supervision from a team of internationally renowned academics- each 

scholar is assigned one supervisor and two co-supervisors
•	 Opportunities for multi-disciplinary research
•	 Opportunities for national and international placements in year 1 and 2
•	 Professional skills training allowance
•	 Travel funds to attend international conferences

Lectures and Logistics
•	 Six Modules taught in Cork and Dublin
•	 Lectures held on Wednesdays (11:00am-5pm) & Thursdays (9am-2pm approx), October to April (24 weeks 

of tuition, 1.5 days per week)
•	 Course-related travel and accommodation expenses supported for scholars to transfer between Dublin and 

Cork.
•	 E-Learning resources currently being developed to make the programme accessible to a wide range of 

health researchers and professionals

SPHeRE IS FUNDED BY THE HEATH RESEARCH BOARD IN IRELAND

‘As always we were impressed by the enthusiasm and dedication of the staff and the 
quality of backgrounds and abilities of the scholars’’ 
      (International External Advisory Group, 2012)

Taught Component of Programme
•	 Perspectives	on	Population	Health	&	Health	Services	Research
•	 Health	Systems,	Policy	&	Management	
•	 Systematic	Reviewing	and	Protocol	Development	
•	 Practical	Approaches	to	Population	Health	&	Health	Services	Research-	Methods	&	Study	Design	
•	 Doing	Statistics-	Overview,	Hands-On	Data	Analysis	with	STATA	&	Understanding	Datasets	and	

Health	Informatics
•	 Health	Economics	



CONTACT US: 
For more information on the SPHeRE PhD Programme 

Elaine Healy, Programme Co-ordinator
Phone: 01 402 2735    Email: sphere@rcsi.ie    Web: www.rcsi.ie/sphere

‘Ireland has many unique demographic, geographic, political, financial and behav-
ioural features that demand a home-grown programme of PHR and HSR that is set in 
an international research context’
      (HRB Review of Population Health Research 

and Health Services Research in Ireland, Vol 1)

2013 Recruitment
Please submit a cover letter outlining your interest in and suitability for the PhD programme, along with a copy 
of your curriculum vitae and the names and contact details (including email) of two referees to sphere@rcsi.ie 
by noon on the 24th May 2013. All documents should be submitted in PDF format. 

Who Should Apply?
Health, social sciences and humanities graduates with a passion for population health and health services 
research in Ireland.  Thematic priorities for the programme include understanding the determinants of health, 
improving health promotion, evaluation of models of healthcare delivery and analysis and evaluation of health 
policy.

Part-time Option
A range of completion options are available to part-time scholars. Where possible, we advise part-time scholars 
to complete the first year taught programme alongside their full-time colleagues but a two-year option is also 
available.  We endeavour to allow sufficient flexibility to facilitate part-time scholars in completing PhD study. 
Self-funded scholars are liable for the fees of their host institution. Fees vary but further information on fees 
and payment schedules can be found on the institutional websites. 

Employment Opportunities 
Our graduates are in demand throughout the health sector. 
Recent graduates hold positions in academia, in research 
and policy organisations, working in  academic institutions 
(Trinity College Dublin, Dublin City University, the Royal 
College of Surgeons in Ireland and University College 
Cork), the Institute of Public Health in Ireland, the National 
Suicide Research Foundation, the Economic and Social 
Research Institute and the Health Protection Agency, UK.

“The breadth of topics covered in the taught year of the 
programme has been an asset in the search for post-
doctoral employment. I completed the programme with 
a range of transferrable research skills, an in-depth 
knowledge of my particular area of interest and a broad 
perspective of population health, health services and 
related policy, which has broadened the scope of possible 
career options” 
- Dr Laura Currie-Murphy (2012 Graduate)

Programme Directors: Top L to R: Prof John Browne (UCC), Dr Steve Thomas (TCD), 
Prof Charles Normand (TCD), Prof Ivan Perry (UCC), Prof Jon Nicholl (keynote speaker 
at recent symposium), Prof Hannah McGee (RCSI), Dr Anne Hickey (RCSI)


